
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a sample syllabus for THE2000. Students 

should reference the section syllabus provided at the 

beginning of the semester for specifics regarding 

assignments and grade assignments. 
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Introduction to Theatre – THE2000 
Offered by the School of Theatre 

In the College of Fine Arts 
At Florida State University 

Course Description: 
Historical development, basic elements for appreciation and evaluation of performances 
(FSU Undergraduate Bulletin). THE 2000 satisfies the standardized general education 
requirement for Humanities and Cultural Practice and FSU's Diversity. 

Critical Information: 
This is a fully online course. There are some important ways that this impacts class: 
1. In a face-to-face class, you go to class every week and then work on homework on your

own. In an online class, everything may feel like homework, but that's not the case. A
significant chunk of what you do for this class is the content -- the portion that you would
have gotten in class -- and then there are assignments that put that learning into practice
too.

2. Since we do not meet face-to-face, you must be vigilant about staying on top of the
course and in touch with us all term long. When students do poorly in this course it's
almost always because they've dropped off the map; they stopped checking into the
Canvas site, missed a bunch of assignments, or didn't communicate with us. Please stay
in touch -- with the course and with us. Check Canvas -- at least every other day. Add a
bookmark to the Course Schedule and add important deadlines to your calendar. Set up
notifications to get announcements and group communications emailed/texted to you.
And check your FSU email every day!

3. Make sure you have adequate internet access for this course. Consider using on-campus
computer labs if your home internet is slow or unreliable -- especially when you're
working through videos or taking assessments. Our class is segmented into modules. See
the Course Overview Video (in Module One) and Course Schedule (at the end of this
Syllabus) for details.

Course Objectives: 
In this course, you will: 
1. Critically assess and analyze theatrical performances by placing them within the larger

context of western and non-western theatre.
2. Engage with a variety of theatre beyond Broadway—backstage and onstage—particularly

forms that speak to specific groups within American society.
3. Experience and discuss different types of and approaches to theatrical literature and

production.
4. Learn how and where to find live theatre wherever you may be and how best to become a

part of the world of theatre.
5. Delve deeply into the experience of a single play, engaging in the process of theatrical

production. Design a production in phases before ultimately staging a short performance
and recording it.

6. Analyze aspects of human experience within a culture, focusing on sources of diversity
(e.g., age, disability, ethnicity, gender, language, race, religion, sexual orientation, social
class, or other).
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7. Explore one’s own cultural norms or values in relation to those of a different cultural
group.

8. Interpret intellectual or artistic works within a cultural context.
9. Use a cultural or artistic approach to analyze the aspects of human experience.

Teaching Philosophy: 
THE-2000 is intended to provide a glimpse inside the world of theatre. An introductory 
course, it is geared toward undergraduate non-majors who are interested in learning more 
about the inner workings of theatre, the history of theatre, the many different roles that 
theatre professionals play as they create theatre, and the continuing relevance of theatre in our 
contemporary world. In this course, you will have the opportunity to watch, learn about, 
discuss, and create theatre. Whether you have a lot of experience with theatre or very little, 
this class aims to change the way you think about theatre and why it matters in the world 
today. 

Course Access and Content: 

Software & Internet: You must be able to access the internet, check email, access streaming 
audio and video, and submit assignments (including  several video assignments) in multiple 
formats. Video content provides the intellectual heart of the course. If you do not have high-
speed internet access at home, you must set aside time to regularly access online materials in 
another location. Campus computer labs may have shifting and reduced hours due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Wifi is operational throughout campus. Slow or unreliable internet at 
home is not a valid excuse for failing to complete course requirements on time. 

Course Content: In this course—and as a key part of the multicultural experience—we will 
challenge you to experience life from perspectives other than your own. Because of this, 
some course material will likely take you outside of your comfort zone. If you are unwilling 
to engage with material that asks you to think about other perspectives in this way, we 
encourage you to take another course to satisfy this Liberal Studies requirement. 
If you have any concerns about these issues, contact your TA during the add/drop period. 

Liberal Studies at FSU: 

FSU Liberal Studies Statement 

This course has been approved as meeting the requirements for the Humanities and 
Cultural Practice requirements for the requirement and thus is designed to help you
 become a thoughtful patron of and participant in cultural practice. 

Diversity 
This course has also been approved to meet FSU's Liberal Studies Diversity requirement 
and prompts your development as a culturally literate member of society. 
In order to satisfy this requirement, students must earn a final grade of C- or above. 

Course Requirements: 
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Course Overview 
THE-2000 is a fully online course that satisfies multiple major liberal studies core 
requirements: Humanities and Cultural Practice (Liberal Studies Core), and Diversity. 
To receive the Diversity credit, you must earn a final grade 
of C- or above. These requirements are met in various ways in the course, particularly 
through the Performance Project. 

THE-2000 is divided into modules. For each module, students will watch the video content 
and complete both an Assessment and a Creative Application. Module Seven focuses on the 
final Performance Project.  Detailed guidelines for these assignments assignments are 
provided on Canvas. See the Course Schedule for specific information on due dates for 
assignments. 
We strongly recommend that you treat this as a face-to-face course by setting aside 
regular "meeting" times for videos and homework in each module. Doing so will help 
you to spread out the tasks of the class in a way that is manageable and helpful, and will 
ensure that you stay up-to-date on important course tasks. In one study of successful 
online students, 78.9% identified this as the secret to their success in the class! [1] 
[1]Alan Roper, “How Students Develop Online Learning Skills,” EduCause Review, January
1, 2007, https://er.educause.edu/articles/2007/1/how-students-develop-online-learning-
skills (Links to an external site.).

Engagement, Conflicts & Absences 
This course requires your virtual presence, and as such, failing to participate consistently will 
negatively affect your overall ability to succeed in the course. All modules are available in 
advance, so students should complete work in advance for anticipated conflicts such as 
sporting events, university activities, and religious holy days. Unplanned crises (including 
documented illness, crisis in the immediate family, call to active military or jury duty, etc.) 
must (1) cover at least the last three days before an assignment's due date, and (2) be 
documented on official letterhead and signed by a legal/military official, medical 
professional, or dean. Students who miss activities due to an excused absence must 
contact their TA to make up missed work within two days of their return to classes. All 
students are responsible for providing their own documentation. Assignments missed due to 
unexcused absences are subject to a late penalty of 25% per 0- 24 hour period.  

Online Videos 
Course content comes through the videos, viewings, and occasional reading assignments, and 
it is vitally important that students stay up-to-date on these activities. Remember, the videos 
are the online equivalent of class. Without them you cannot succeed in this course. 

Assessments 
This course uses Assessments in each module to track your comprehension of the assigned 
materials. Each module also includes a Review Sheet that lists the materials covered on the 
assessment, key terms and concepts, and types and formats of questions. Consult the Review 
Sheet before you begin the Assessment.  Assessments have a time limit of 40 minutes and 
will automatically submit when time is up. To help ensure fairness, we may use question 
pools with randomly selected questions and juggled answer choices; this means that all 
students may take different quizzes.  
Students must complete Assessment by the due date and time (all times EST). To make up an 
Assessment with an excused absence, students must be excused for the last three days before 
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the deadline and must arrange to complete their make-up within one week of the deadline; 
those who do not make this deadline forfeit the opportunity to make up missed work.  Keep 
these pointers in mind: 
• See a list of Canvas supported browsers at https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-

10720 (Links to an external site.).
• Take your Assessments early. Assessment traumas happen. If you have an issue and have

waited until the last minute to complete the module, there is an excellent chance that we
won't be able to fix the issue in time for you to complete the Assessment on time. Give us
a chance to help!

Creative Applications 
Modules 1-6 include a Creative Application, where students apply the concepts they've learn 
to generate their own artistic works, including haikus, playlists, videos, podcast questions, 
and memes. Detailed prompts and submission links are posted to Canvas. As with the 
Assessments, don't wait until the last minute to submit your Creative Applications. 

Performance Project 
The Performance Project is the culminating assignment in this course. We will work on 
pieces of this assignment throughout the term so you can get feedback on your work and have 
the opportunity to reconsider, rethink, and revise for the final, synthesized product. This 
assignment offers the opportunity to work creatively and to put the ideas we learn about 
theatre into practice. Components of the project will be included in Assessments 1-6. This 
assignment fulfills the multicultural component of this course and is worth 40% of the final 
grade. Students will submit a Written Statement and Dress Rehearsal Video for feedback 
before submitting the Final Video. You will find a brief introduction in the Module 1 "Course 
Introduction" video, a detailed description in the Module 2 "Performance Project 
Introduction" video , and a detailed prompt, grading rubrics, and submission paged for the 
Dress Rehearsal, Final Project, and Written Statement in Module 7. 

Extra Credit 
All Extra Credit will be due by 5:00pm on deadline specified on canvas. Late or incomplete 
extra credit will not be accepted. No exceptions. Anything that you use for any other grade 
in this or any other class is not eligible for extra credit. 

Academic Integrity 
FSU’s Academic Integrity policy includes 8 categories: plagiarism; cheating; unauthorized 
group work; fabrication, falsification, and misrepresentation; multiple submission; abuse of 
academic materials; complicity in academic dishonesty; attempting to commit any of these 
offenses. The penalties for academic dishonesty can be long-term and severe, including 
assignment failure, a 5-year “note” of academic dishonesty on your permanent record, course 
failure, suspension, or expulsion. All submitted work will be screened for academic 
dishonesty, and students failing to adhere to the university’s expectations will be subject to 
the university’s sanctions. For more information, see FSU's Academic Honor PolicyLinks to 
an external site.. My advice: Just do the work yourself. Avoid opening yourself up to long-
term problems. Remember, if you need more time, assignments can be submitted late for a 
penalty of 25% per 0-24 hour period. 

Originality 
All submitted work in this class—including extra credit—must be original and completed 
independently unless explicitly noted. Students retaking this course for any reason cannot 

SAMPLE



resubmit work from previous terms. All information used in every assignment—including 
extra credit—must be fully and accurately cited. Plagiarism is the "uncredited use (both 
intentional and unintentional) of somebody else's words or ideas."[2] Failure to cite your 
sources correctly may constitute plagiarism and result in disciplinary action by the university. 
For more information on plagiarism, see Purdue OWL's "Is It Plagiarism Yet?". For citation 
guidelines, refer to MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers by Joseph Gibaldi or The 
Chicago Manual of Style (17th edition). If you have concerns about your understanding of 
proper citations, see me or your TM before submitting your paper. See further information on 
the Academic Honor Policy above. 
[2]Kari Stolley and Allen Brizee, "Overview and Contradictions," Purdue Online Writing
Lab, last modified June 2, 2011, http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/ (Links to
an external site.).

Process for Submitting Materials 
Students who have trouble with the submissions process should immediately contact the FSU 
Canvas Help Desk for assistance (via email or 850-644-8004), and inform their TA of the 
problem. Students are also responsible for ensuring that the correct file is submitted. I 
strongly suggest you name each file something unique to protect yourself from submitting a 
previous version of an important assignment; incorrect file submissions will receive no 
special consideration during grading. 

Late Work 
College life is busy. We understand that students have many items competing for their time—
other classes, work, personal commitments, a social life, and more. All students must make 
their own decisions about how to prioritize their time. Assessments, Creative Applications, 
and Performance Project components are subject to a 25% late deduction per 24-hour period 
in which they are not submitted. After three consecutive 24-hour late periods (72 hours), the 
assignment on canvas will lock as students cannot submit even for partial credit after 4 days. 
Though we understand that computer problems happen, they will not receive special 
consideration. In the case of difficulties submitting, see the "Process for Submitting 
Materials" above for more information. 

Time Assignment is Submitted Late Penalty 
Assignment Submitted Before 5:00pm No late penalty 
Assignment submitted 0-24 hours after deadline -25% of total possible points. 
Assignment submitted 24-48 hours after deadline -50% of total possible points. 
Assignment submitted 48-72 hours after deadline -75% of total possible points. 
Assignment submitted more than 72 hours after deadline -100% of total possible points 

Questions, Concerns & Emails 
When you have a question or a concern, it is critical that you reach out to your TA 
first. This will ensure that you receive a response promptly. There are two ways to get in 
touch with your TA: email, and during their Zoom office hours. When emailing, be sure to 
send only from your FSU account and to include your full name. On weekdays, expect a 
reply within 48 hours. On weekends, expect a reply by the following Monday at 
5:00pm. Please check the syllabus, Canvas announcements, course schedule, and 
assignment prompts and rubrics for the answer to your question before sending an 
email—especially if you're asking about a due date or course policy. 
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Important Note on Canvas Communications: Canvas has a number of "helpful" features 
that make it very easy for students to quickly send feedback to professors on specific 
assignments. Unfortunately, in large classes like this one, we have found this feedback 
impossible to keep track of and quickly learned that what often happens is that it slips 
through without response in spite of our best intentions. Your instructor and your TA will 
not respond to notes, questions, or comments that are added within the Canvas system 
and have turned the notifications OFF. This means they will NOT see questions or 
comments connected to specific assignments in Canvas or the gradebook. If you have a 
question or concern about a grade in this course, follow the process outlined above to 
send a standalone email. 

Canvas & the Internet 
Since this is a fully online course, Canvas and the Internet are vital to your success. Our 
Canvas site will contain announcements, assignments, videos, performances, and other items 
that are necessary for class. Students must check their official university email accounts 
daily, and this course's Canvas sites at least 3 times per week until final grades have 
been submitted. 

Copyright Statement 
Many of the course materials in this course are copyrighted. It is important to note that 
materials available on the course Canvas site are copyrighted. The posted materials are 
available to students registered for this course in compliance with the provisions of the Teach 
Act, and may not be retained beyond this semester or distributed to anyone not officially 
registered for this course. 
 Grading Policy 
In general, grades for written answers are administered according to the following criteria: 
• A = excellent in all areas. The answer presents a strong thesis statement, is argued

coherently, and offers clear evidence to support ideas.
• B = good. The answer presents a good thesis statement; the argument and evidence are

okay, but could be stronger.
• C = meets minimum requirements of question. The answer presents a passable thesis

statement; argument and evidence exist, but are either not convincing or not well
articulated.

• D = falls short of minimum requirement, but effort in completing the question clearly
made. Thesis, evidence, and argument either very weak or missing.

• F = does not meet minimum requirement in any way.

Grade Percentage Breakdown 
• Assessments = 30% (6 Assessments x 5% each)
• Creative Applications = 30% (6 Creative Applications x 5% each)
• Performance Project Written Statement = 10%
• Performance Project Dress Rehearsal = 15%
• Performance Project Final Video = 15%
Grading Scale:

A 93-100

A- 90-92
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B+ 87-89

B 83-86

B- 80-82

C+ 77-79

C 73-76

C- 70-72

D+ 67-69

D 63-66

D- 60-62

F 59 and below 

 Canvas Support 
For those inevitable moments when students find themselves in need of technical support, 
they should contact FSU Canvas Support: 
 Email: help@campus.fsu.edu 
 Phone: (850) 644-8004 
 Website: distance.fsu.edu/canvasLinks to an external site. 
 Hours: 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday 
 To view the most current technology requirements, visit FSU Canvas Support CenterLinks 
to an external site.. 
If you contact Canvas support, copy your TA on your email so that we are aware of the issue 
as well. 
 School of Theatre Instructional Recording Technology & Distribution Policy 
Recording technology is often used to further students' education in theatre courses. Faculty 
have relied upon these methods to further the students' educational experience and by 
extension to enhance their classroom effectiveness. This policy is not intended to interfere 
with that practice. The purpose of this policy is to protect both student and faculty privacy. 
The use of recording devices, including those brought by students in any School of Theatre 
classroom or performances space/location, is at the discretion of the classroom instructor. 
Items in this category include, but are not limited to, camcorders, cameras, cellular phones, 
and audio recorders. Any device that stores video, audio, or still images is subject to this 
policy. Beyond permission of the instructor to utilize recording technology for any course 
content or activities, written permission must be obtained from all individuals to be recorded 
by filling out SOT Record/Tech forms. The School of Theatre at Florida State University 
policy mandates that no recorded image (still, moving, or audio) may be distributed in any 
way without express written permission of all individuals presented on an image or sound to 
be distributed. This applies to all formats of distribution including, but is not limited to, print, 
digital, and analog. All violations will be reported to the Director of Academic and Student 
Services in the School of Theatre, who will retain records of all violations. Students found to 
be in violation of the policy a second time will be subject to sanctions beyond those 
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associated with the class, and will be referred to the Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities and subject to further University sanctions. This policy does not supersede 
any Federal, State, Local, or Institutional policy regarding recording or distribution of 
materials. It applies solely to instructors and students in School of Theatre courses. 
Furthermore, it should not be implied that permission to record and/or distribute material 
from classes extends to the content presented. 
 University Policies 
University Attendance Policy 
Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other documented 
crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University 
activities. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize 
students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to students whose 
dependent children experience serious illness. 
Academic Honor Policy 
The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University's expectations 
for the integrity of students' academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of 
those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members 
throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and 
for living up to their pledge to "...be honest and truthful and... [to] strive for personal and 
institutional integrity at Florida State University." (For more details see the FSU Academic 
Honor Policy and procedures for addressing alleged violationsLinks to an external site..) 
Americans With Disabilities Act 
Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should (1) register with and 
provide documentation to the Office of Accessibility Services and (2) bring a letter to the 
instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. Please note that instructors 
are not allowed to provide classroom accommodation to a student until appropriate 
verification from the Office of Accessibility Services has been provided. This syllabus 
and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request. For more 
information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the: 
Office of Accessibility Services 
Links to an external site.874 Traditions Way 
108 Student Services Building 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice)
(850) 644-8504 (TDD)
Email: sdrc@admin.fsu.edu

Free Tutoring from FSU 
On-campus tutoring and writing assistance is available for many courses at Florida State 
University. For more information, visit the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) Tutoring 
Services'Links to an external site. comprehensive list of on-campus tutoring options - 
email: tutor@fsu.edu. High-quality tutoring is available by appointment and on a walk-in 
basis. These services are offered by tutors trained to encourage the highest level of individual 
academic success while upholding personal academic integrity. 

Syllabus Change Policy 
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 
statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice. 
Course Schedule 

SAMPLE



Academic Success
Your academic success is a top priority for Florida State University. University resources to 
help you succeed include tutoring centers, computer labs, counseling and health services, and 
services for designated groups, such as veterans and students with disabilities. The following 
information is not exhaustive, so please check with your advisor or the Department of Student 
Support and Transitions to learn more.

Confidential Campus Resources
Various centers and programs are available to assist students with navigating stressors that 
might impact academic success. These 
include the following:

Victim Advocate Program
University Center A, 
Room 4100, (850) 644-7161, 
Available 24/7/365, 
Office Hours: M-F 8-5
https://dsst.fsu.edu/vap

Counseling & Psychological Services
Askew Student Life Center, 
2ndFloor, 
942 Learning Way
(850) 644-8255
https://counseling.fsu.edu/

University Health Services 
Health and Wellness Center
(850) 644-6230
https://uhs.fsu.edu
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